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posals. A reply was received nine hours before the
expiry of the ultimatum, which to all intents and pur-
poses put an end to the negotiations; but this was
accompanied by a note and a set of counter-proposals
which De Lesseps deemed sufficiently constructive to
permit of him keeping the discussions open. General
Oudinot, however, was of another opinion, and was
resolved to advance on the city. He even talked of
placing De Lesseps under arrest. But the latter's firm
attitude, coupled with his dropping his hand on the
hilt of his sword, temporarily revoked the order for an
immediate attack.
De Lesseps forthwith returned to Rome to follow up
the communications that he had received from the
Triumvirs. He impressed upon them that any further
delay in reaching an agreement might have the most
fatal consequences. Mazzini at last awakened to the
urgency of the situation, though still complaining that
the proposals failed to recognise the Roman Republic.
He told De Lesseps that if the Assembly agreed to them
it would be a proof of the great confidence which he
had personally inspired as to the intentions of the
Government; for if it should afterwards turn out that
those intentions were different, it would be a very
dangerous thing for the Romans. "For," he added,
" the positions of which we are about to facilitate your
occupation, and the privilege which you reserve for
yourselves of only repulsing our foreign enemies if they
come directly in contact with yourselves, leaves our
political existence at the mercy of your good faith."
The Roman Assembly, convened the same day, in a
sitting behind closed doors, adopted the terms of the